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LEADERSHIP
MESSAGE

Dear Friend,

J E N N I F E R  G I N S B U R G ,  M S S W ,  L C S W
E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

Also in 2025, thanks to a generous grant from UW - Madison Humorology, a large
student-run philanthropy organization, we began to implement a dream we’ve had for
over 20 years: building a child-friendly forensic medical exam room based here at Safe
Harbor. In partnership with the Child Protection Program at American Family Children’s
Hospital, we are creating a trauma-informed exam room, staffed by the experts from
AFCH, to reduce barriers and improve access for children to receive essential medical
treatment in a setting t hat is welcoming and safe.

Every day it is our privilege to listen to children, amplify their voices, and provide
support, advocacy, hope and healing. Thank you for your support of this essential work,
making our community a better place for children and families. 

Thank you for your interest in the work of Safe Harbor. We provide essential services to children who
have experienced the unthinkable– sexual abuse, physical abuse, neglect, traff icking, witnessing
domestic violence- and are undergoing a criminal investigation for the harm they’ve experienced. 2025
was a year of building and deepening our programs and services so that we can help the children who
come through our doors f ind a clear path to hope and healing.

Since 1999, Safe Harbor has provided trauma informed forensic interviews, family advocacy, and
coordinated the multidisciplinary team so that no child falls through the cracks. In 2025 we added two
mental health specialists to our staff, and now conduct trauma symptom screenings of every child we
see, so we can quickly intervene to reduce their symptoms of trauma, such as sleeplessness, anxiety, fear,
and sometimes thoughts of self-harm and suicide. In addition, we began building our prevention
education and outreach program, training staff on curricula for children aged 5-11 to teach them
boundaries, body safety, and that it’s never too late to tell an adult that they are being harmed.

In peace,



WHO WE ARE
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OUR HISTORY

OUR MISSION

Safe Harbor Child Advocacy Center opened in 1999. We are the only Child Advocacy
Center in Dane County. There are 16 Child Advocacy Centers in Wisconsin and over
900 nationwide. Law enforcement, child protection, prosecutors, and medical
providers come together to this single location to collaborate and ultimately reduce
the number of times the child has to share and relive their story. Since opening our
doors, we have served more than over 6,000 children and their families free of charge.

Safe Harbor seeks to reduce the trauma to children who are victims of abuse or
neglect or witnesses to crimes, by promoting the coordination of multidisciplinary
investigations, conducting forensic interviews in a child-friendly environment, and
providing ongoing advocacy to affected children and families.



FO REN S I C
IN TE RV IEWS  IN  A
C HI LD - F R IEN D LY
EN V IRO N MEN T

O N GO IN G
A DVO CACY  TO

C H ILD R E N  &
FA M IL I ES

CO O R D IN AT IO N  O F
MU LT ID ISC IPL IN ARY

I N V ES T IGAT IO N S

WHAT WE DO
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OUR SERVICES... are engaged through referral from law
enforcement or child protective services.

Safe Harbor provides a safe and friendly place for a child
to talk about what has happened to them. Safe Harbor
forensic interviewers are highly trained in best practice
interviewing methods and child development. The
forensic interview is video recorded, so that the
statement can be considered for use in court.

Safe Harbor provides family advocacy services to non-
offending caregivers of children who are interviewed at
Safe Harbor. Family Advocates provide support for
caregivers both at the time of the interview and on an
ongoing basis. In addition, Family Advocates can voice
concerns of the caregiver to the investigative team.

Safe Harbor brings together a multidisciplinary team of
professionals with the philosophy that collaboration is
essential for an effective investigation and intervention
process.

TRAUMA  
TREATMEN T

Mental Health Specialists conduct trauma assessments,
suicide assessments, crisis intervention, and short-term
trauma treatment to children and their caregivers.



FORENSIC
INTERVIEWS

7-12
42.7%

13-17
29%

0-6
26.5%

18+
1.8%

White
54%

Black
21.3%

Hispanic/Latino
14.9%

Multi- Racial
8.2%

CL IENTS  BY  AGE  AND RACE  
T H E  M AJ O R I T Y  O F  A BU S E  V I C T I M S  A R E
1 2  YE A RS  O L D  O R  YOU N G E R .  6 7 %  O F

C L I E N T S  I D E N T I F Y  AS  F E M A L E  A N D  3 3 %
I D E N T I F Y  AS  M A L E .

THE  BRE AKDOWN OF  FORENS IC  INTERV IEWS  BY
MALTRE ATMENT  TYPE  

T H E  VAS T  M AJ O R I T Y  O F  CAS E S  I N VO LV E
A L L EGAT I O N S  O F  S E XUA L A BU S E ,  F O L LOW E D  BY

P HYS I CA L A BU S E ,  W I T N E S S  TO  V I O L E N C E ,  N EG L EC T,
A N D  D RUG  E N DA N G E R E D  C H I L D R E N  CAS E S .

Sexual Abuse
54.2%

Physical Abuse
19.1%

CSAM
7.8%

Whitness to
Violence

6.6%

THE MAJORITY OF CHILDREN SEEN AT SAFE HARBOR HAVE EXPERIENCED
SEXUAL ABUSE, FOLLOWED BY PHYSICAL ABUSE, WITNESS TO VIOLENCE,

NEGLECT, AND DRUG ENDANGERED CHILDREN CASES.MOST CHILDREN SEEN
HERE ARE 12 YEARS OLD AND UNDER

338SAFE  HARBOR  PROVIDED  CHI LD  FORENS IC  INTERV IEWS  

IN  2 025 .



ADVOCACY, TRAUMA TREATMENT, 
& TEAM RESPONSE
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FA M ILY  A DVO CACY
Family Advocates provided services to 331 caregivers in 2025. This work entailed
making 1,272 contacts with caregivers and others on their behalf over the course of
2024.

T R AUM A  T R E ATM E N T

E N S U R I N G  B E S T  P R AC T I C E S  F O R  C I L D R E N

S E RV I NG S U R ROU NDI NG AR E AS

Trauma treatment is critical for children’s healing and recovery. In 2025 Safe Harbor
was able to add a full time position to our mental health team, so we now have two
mental health specialists (1.5 FTE). Our therapists provide crisis intervention, suicide
risk assessments, and trauma treatment. In 2025 our therapists served 155 children and
caregivers, providing 427 sessions of support. 

In addition to providing services, Safe Harbor coordinates Dane County’s
multidisciplinary team of child abuse investigators. Safe Harbor ensures the
development of and adherence to county-wide best practice protocols. These
protocols include responses to child abuse, drug endangered children, and
commercial sex traff icking. Safe Harbor also coordinates monthly case reviews, to
ensure that the protocols are being followed and the team is working together
effectively. Safe Harbor staff also trains law enforcement, child protection workers,
schools, churches, and other groups on best practice responses to child abuse
disclosures. In 2025 Safe Harbor trained over 375 professionals and community
members. 

SA F E  H A R BO R  P R I M A R I LY  S E RV E S
DA N E  COU N T Y.  H OW E V E R ,  W E  A L S O

P ROV I D E  S E RV I C E S  TO  OT H E R
COU N T I E S  AS  W E  A R E  T H E  O N LY

C H I L D  A DVO CACY  C E N T E R  I N  T H E
S OU T H - C E N T RA L R EG I O N .  I N  2 0 2 5 ,

SA F E  H A R BO R  P ROV I D E D  98
INTERV IEWS  F O R  OU T S I D E

COU N T I E S .

71%

29%

DANE COUNTY

OTHER



FINANCIAL
REPORT

S U P PO RT  &  R E V E N U E

AS  A N O N - P RO F I T,  SA F E  H A R BO R  I S  R E L I A N T O N  T H E
G E N E RO S I T Y  O F  T H E  COM MU N I T Y  TO  F U L F I L L  OU R
M I S S I O N .  T H E  G RA P H  TO  T H E  R I G H T S H OWS  W E  A R E
F U N D E D  T H ROUG H  G RA N T S ,  F U N D RA I S I N G ,  A N D  OU R
COM MU N I T Y  PA RT N E RS .

GRANT  AND CONTRACT  REVENUE :   $ 6 3 6 , 7 0 1  [ 3 4 % ]
CONTR IBUT IONS :                          $ 8 8 6 , 1 8 9  [ 4 8 % ]
FUNDRAIS ING EVENTS :                  $ 2 4 6 , 6 6 4  [ 1 3 % ]
INVESTMENT  RE TURN ,  NE T :             $ 7 7 , 3 9 9  [ 4 % ]
INTEREST  INCOME:                         $ 1 5 , 7 0 3  [ < 1 % ]
TOTAL  SUPPORT  &  REVENUE :           $ 1 , 8 6 2 , 0 2 6

EXPENSES

A S  Y O U  C A N  S E E  T O  T H E  L E F T ,  T H E  V A S T  M A J O R I T Y  O F
O U R  E X P E N S E S  G O  T O W A R D S  D I R E C T  S E R V I C E S  F O R  T H E

C H I D R E N  A N D  F A M I L I E S  W E  S E R V E .  T H I S  I S  V I T A L  T O
P R O V I D I N G  S U P P O R T  A N D  A  T R A U M A - I N F O R M E D ,

H E A L I N G -  F O C U S E D  E N V I R O N M E T .

PROGRAM SERV ICES :  $ 7 4 7 , 9 1 1  [ 6 6 % ]
MANAGMENT  AND GENERAL :    $ 1 9 0 , 7 3 5  [ 1 7 % ]

FUNDRAIS ING:    $ 2 0 2 , 1 6 2  [ 1 7 % ]
TOTAL  EXPENSES :          $ 1 , 1 4 0 , 8 0 8

Contributions
47.6%

Grants and
Contract

34.2%

Fundraising Events
13.2%

Invenstmen
t Return

4.2%

Program Services
65.6%

Fundraising
17.7%

Managment
and General

16.7%

F

F I SCAL  YE AR  2024-2025  



2025 FINANCIAL SUPPORTERS

CO RPO R AT E  &
F O U N DAT IO N  G I F TS

GOV E R N M EN T  CO N T R AC TS

IN-K IN D  GIF TS

A L L I A N T E N E RGY  F OU N DAT I O N
A M E R I CA N  T RA N S M I S S I O N  COM PA NY  L LC
B I O S E N T I N E L
CA L I X
CA R L S O N  B L AC K  O ' CA L L AG H A N  &  BAT T E N B E RG  L L P
CO P I LOT
C U LV E R ' S  V I P  F OU N DAT I O N
E L D E RS PA N  M A N AGM E N T L LC
E L EC T RO N I C  T H E AT R E  CO N T RO L S
E P I C  C H A R I TA B L E  F U N D
E X AC T S C I E N C E S  CO R PO RAT I O N
G ROU P  H E A LT H  CO O P E RAT I V E  O F  S OU T H  C E N T RA L W I S CO N S I N
H EC K M A N N  F I N A N C I A L
H O O P E R  F OU N DAT I O N
J .  MC L AUG H L I N
K RU P P  G E N E RA L CO N T RAC TO RS
M A D I S O N  I N V E S TM E N T S
MG& E  F OU N DAT I O N
OA K  BA N K
PA R K  BA N K
PA R K  TOW N E  D E V E LO PM E N T CO R P.
P E R K I N S  CO I E
RO B E RT  H A L F
S T E V E  S T R I C K E R  A M E R I CA N  FA M I LY  I N S U RA N C E  F OU N DAT I O N
TAS C  G I V E  BAC K  F OU N DAT I O N
T D S  T E L ECOM  S E RV I C E ,  L LC
T I L S O N  T EC H
T I VO
TQ  D I A MO N D S
T RU S TAG E
U W  H O S P I TA L S  &  C L I N I C S
V E R I D I A N  H OM E S  F OU N DAT I O N

A J A Y  R A O  M A S S A G E
B U C K  &  H O N E Y
C A D R E
C O M E D Y  O N  S T A T E
C R E  &  C H R I S T I N A  E N G E L K E
F A I R C H I L D
F A B I O L A ' S
F O O D  F I G H T  I N C .
G R E E N  B A Y  P A C K E R S
T H E  H A R V E Y  H O U S E
S T E P H A N I E  H I N D S O N
K N E A D E D  R E L I E F
L O M B A R D I N O ' S
L U C I L L E
M A D I S O N  C O N C O U R S E  H O T E L
M A D I S O N  R E A D I N G  P R O J E C T
M A R I G O L D  K I T C H E N
M I L W A U K E E  B R E W E R S
M I L W A U K E E  B U C K S
M O V I N '  S H O E S
O N  T H E  M A P  O R I E N T E E R I N G
O Z  B Y  O Z
R A G E N  S H A P I R O  &  L E E  P I E R
R E D
R O S E W O O D  F L O W E R S
S A R D I N E
S E T T L E  D O W N  T A V E R N
S H A K E  S H A C K
S H I N E  M E D  S P A
S I M P L Y  S W I M M I N G
T I P S Y  C O W
T Q  D I A M O N D S
T U R N K E Y  S U P P E R  C L U B
X  G O L F

DA N E  COU N T Y  D E PA RTM E N T O F  H UM A N  S E RV I C E S
S TAT E  O F  W I S CO N S I N  O F F I C E  O F  C R I M E  V I C T I M  S E RV I C E S
W I S CO N S I N  D E PA RTM E N T O F  J U S T I C E



CO RPO RAT E  G IF TS
IN D IV ID UA L  G IF TS

2025 FINANCIAL
SUPPORTERS

D ave  A d a m s
M e l i s s a  A l f
J avo n  A l ya s i r i
D r .  G re g  Avey
M e l i n d a  B a i l ey
M a tt  &  J e s s  B a r re tt
S teve  B a z a n
J o a n n e  B e c ke r
Pa t sy  B e h l i n g
N i co l e  B e l o t
L a Vo n n e  B e n n e tt
J a m e s  B e r kva m
E u g e n e  &  M a r ty  B e r m a n
Ka r l  &  Ta m i  B e t z
M i c h a e l  B l a ke
B r i a n  &  M a r y  B l a n c h a rd
M i c h a e l  B l u m e n fe l d
Pa t  &  K i m  B r i s s o n
J a s o n  B u e h r l e
N i a m h  B u r ke
J i m  &  Ka t i e  B u t m a n
Trevo r  B y n o e
Ka re n  Co r nwe l l
A n n  Coy n e
A l i s o n  C ra i g -S h a s h ko
J u l i e  C r i s t
Pe g g y  C ro o ks - M i s h a co f f
D e te c t i ve  J e s s e  C rowe
A l exa n d ra  We l l s  &  Cu r t
B j u r l i n
L e o n  D a n d u ra n d
A n t h o ny  D a rg i ew i c z
S h i r l e y  D a v i e
P a u l  &  A n d r e a  D e a r l o v e

E l i z a b e t h  G r a n d e  S c h w a h n
D a r l a  G r e g o r y
V i c k y  G r i c e
D a v i d  G r i f f i n
A n d r e w  &  M e g a n  G r o w
J e f f  &  M a r y  G r u n d a h l
R a l p h  G r u n e w a l d
K a t i e  G u s t a f s o n
H e i d i  H a b e g e r
D o u g  &  M a r y  H a m p e l
V a l  H a r t j e s
C a r o l  H a s s e m e r
M a t t  &  A m y  H e c k m a n n
D e b o r a h  H e r r e m
W i l l i a m  H i s g e n
A n a  &  P a u l  H o o k e r
A n n  H o y t
D a v i d  H u b a n k s  &  M e l i s s a
H o r n u n g
A n n  &  B e n  I m i g
M a n d y  J a c k s o n
B a r b a r a  J o h n s o n
B r i a n  &  J u l i e  J o h n s o n
J a n e  J u n g
M i k e  K a f k a
J o a n  K a r i s
S a b r i n a  K a r l  &  B r i a n  B u e t t e r
J a n e  K e i f f e r
D e b b i e  &  S c o t t  K e n n e d y
M a r y  B e t h  K e p p e l  &  M i k e
K e p l e r
D a r c y  K i n d  &  M a r c  V i t a l e
M a r i e  F r a n c e s  K l o s

H ea t h e r  D e l a n ey
G o rd o n  D i s c h
M i ke l  D o m n i t z
D i a n e  D o n e l a n
A n d y  &  Co r r i e  D u f re s n e
G i l l i a n  E cc l e s
J u d e  &  P h i l  E d m o n d s
L a u r i e  E l we l l
R e g i n a  &  B ra d l ey  E n d re s
R o b  &  S u e  E n g e l ke
C re  &  C h r i s t i n a  E n g e l ke
S u e  E n g e l ke
D e b i  Eva n s
C a ro l  Fay n i k
Ya n n e tte  F i g u e ro a  Co l e
I a n  &  D e b b i e  F i s c h e r
M a u re e n  M c G l y n n
F l a n a g a n  &  D ave
F l a n a g a n
s h e l l y  Fo d a l
G a r y  a n d  D e b  Fo s te r
M a r y  Fra n ce s  R ow l ey
R i c h a rd  &  Pa t r i c i a  Fr i d ay
A a ro n  Fr i e d m a n
E m i l y  G a g e
J a n i n e  G a g e
Eve  G a l a n te r
E d wa rd  G i l ke s
D av i d  G i n s b u rg
M a rc i  G i t t l e m a n
Te re s a  G m u r
A m i e  G o l d m a n  &  D av i d
G u n d e r s o n
To ny  G ra n a to

* L I G H T H OU S E  G I V I N G  S O C I E T Y  M E M B E RS
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CO RPO RAT E  G IF TS
IN D IV ID UA L  G IF TS

M a r i e  F r a n c e s  K l o s
M a r y  K o l o c e k
N a n c y  S n y d e r - K n u t s o n  &
M i c h a e l  K n u t s o n
J i l l  P i n z e r - K r o g s t a d  &  J i m
K r o g s t a d
D r .  G r e g o r y  &  A n n  L a n d r y
M a r t y  &  T e r r i  L a n g
A m a n d a  L e i p o l d
J a y  &  G i n a  L e n g f e l d
J a n e  L e w i s
J u s t i n  L i e b l e r
J e s s e  L i p s o n
J a s o n  &  A m y  M a a s
S u s i e  M a d d e n
S a r a h  M a g e n h e i m
S c o t t  M a j e r u s
J e f f  M a n d
N o r a  M a n h e i m
D e b r a  M a r t i n
G r a e m e  M a s o n
H a n n a h  M a t t h e w s
S a r a h  M c C a b e
D r .  M i c h a e l  &  S u s a n
M c D o n a l d
N a n c y  M c G i l l
M a u r e e n  M c G l y n n  &  D a v e
F l a n a g a n  
M e g  &  M i k e  M c G r a n e
K e l l y  M c G r e g o r y
P a t r i c i a  M c L e a n
D e b o r a h  M c L e i s h
C a r y  &  B r e n d a  M c N a t t
M i c h a e l  M e t e y e r

B i l l  K i n s e y  &  A l i s o n  M i l l e r
J a m e s  M o e s e r
J a n e  M o o r m a n
N i c k y  M o r r i s
S t e p h e n  M o r t o n
S o n j a  N e a l i s
K a t h y  N e w m a n
B r i a n  &  T i f f a n y  N i c k e l
A m y  N i c k l e s
K e n  N o o n a n  &  K r i s t a n
S o d e r g r e n
P a u l  N o r m a n
D e n i s e  O ' H a r a
P e t e  &  R e b e c c a  O e t t i n g e r
S u s a n  O p p e n h e i m e r
I s m a e l  &  S t a c y  O z a n n e
D e b o r a h  P a c k a r d
K e n  &  M a r i a n n e  P a k e r
L y n n  P a r k e r
J o h n  &  V e r n a  P e r k i n s
R a g e n  S h a p i r o  &  L e e  P i e r
K r i s t i n  P i l l e
P r e s t o n  P i s t o n o
J a n e t  P o f f
E r i c  &  E v e  P o l l o c k  
B a r b a r a  R e d d e m a n
S u s a n  R i s e l i n g  &  J o a n n e
B e r g
S c o t t  S a c h t j e n
D i a n e  S c h l i p p e r
R u t h  S c h o e n w e t t e r
R o n  &  S a n d y  S c h u l t z
S c o t t  &  R a c h e l  S c h u l t z
D i a n e  S e d e r  &  B r u c e  R o s e n
S e a n  S e v e r s o n
C a r l y  S h i n d l e r
R y a n  S m i t h

S u z a n n e  S m i t h
J a y a  S P
J u l i e  S p e t h
J u l i a  &  C r a i g  S t a n l e y
N o e l  a n d  K a t h y  S t a n t o n
A n d r e a  &  G r e g  S t e i n b e r g e r
C a r r i e  S t e r n e r
P a u l  &  A m y  S t o y
T o m  &  N a n c y  S u n d a l
V i c t o r i a  S u n d e
V e r a  T a i t
C i n d y  T e r r i l l
B r i a n  T h i l l
D o n n a  U l t e i g
D i r k  V a n  L e e u w e n
J e f f  V a n d e n  H e u v e l
M o n e e  V a n g
H a g i t  V a r d i
T o m  a n d  J e n n i f e r  V o s
H e i d i  W a g n e r
N a n c y  W a n e k
T e r r i  W a t k i n s
N i c k  &  K a r a  W e a v e r
A n n a  W e l l s
T h e r a n  W e l s h
J o a n  W e n t w o r t h
K a t h r y n  W h i t e
P e t e r  W i l l i a m s
C h e r y l  W o l f
S a r a h  W o l f - C o n l o n
D o n n a  W o n g
J u l i e  Y e r k e

* L I G H T H OU S E  G I V I N G  S O C I E T Y  M E M B E RS



STAFF & BOARD

F I SCAL  YE AR  2024-2025  PERSONNEL

MIKEL  DOMNITZ :  D E V E LO PM E N T D I R EC TO R
JENNIFER  G INSBURG:  E X EC U T I V E  D I R EC TO R
HE ID I  F IGUEROA VELEZ :  B I L I N G U A L  F A M I L Y  A D V O C A T E  A N D  F O R E N S I C  I N T E R V I E W E R
ROBYN KLA I LA :  F O R E N S I C  I N T E RV I E W  P RO G RA M  M A N AG E R
KAI LEY  LECAPTA IN :  M E N TA L H E A LT H  S P EC I A L I S T
E MILY  OLER :  C H I L D  L I F E  S P EC I A L I S T/O F F I C E  M A N AG E R
ME AGHAN RE INDL :  FA M I LY  A DVO CACY  M A N AG E R
JENNY  RUSCH:  MU LT I D I S C I P L I N A RY  T E A M  CO O R D I N ATO R
CAIT L IN  SCALES :  B I L I N G UA L FA M I LY  A DVO CAT E
L I ES L  YERKE :  M A R K E T I N G  A N D  COM MU N I CAT I O N  S P EC I A L I S T
CARR IE  YOUNG:  M E N TA L H E A LT H  P RO G RA M  M A N AG E R

F I SCAL  YE AR  2024-2025  BOARD OF  D IRECTORS

PRES IDENT:  S T E P H A N I E  H I N D S O N ,  M E D I CA L R ECO R D  COM P L I A N C E  M A N AG E R ,  S S M
H E A LT H @ H OM E
VICE  PRES IDENT:  D E B I E  E VA N S ,  A N E S I S  C E N T E R  F O R  FA M I LY  A N D  M A R R I AG E  T H E RA PY,
AS S I S TA N T D I R EC TO R
TRE ASURER :  D I O N D RAY  P R E MO,  BU S I N E S S  BA N K I N G  O F F I C E ,  PA R K  BA N K
SECRE TARY:  M EG  MCG RA N E ,  H UM A N  R E S OU RC E  P RO F E S S I O N A L ( R E T I R E D )
PAST  PRES IDENT:  A N N A E N G E L H A RT,  S TAT I O N  M A N AG E R ,  W KOW
ME MBERS  AT  LARGE :  
JA M E S  BU TM A N ,  P R E S I D E N T A N D  C EO,  T D S  T E L ECOM MU N I CAT I O N S ,  I N C . ;  
A N D R E W  G ROW,  H EC K M A N N  F I N A N C I A L ,  PA RT N E R  A N D  W E A LT H  A DV I S O R ;
M A RY  B E T H  K E P P E L ,  DA N E  COU N T Y  COU RT COM M I S S I O N E R  ( R E T I R E D ) ;
W I L  N I C H O L ,  D I R EC TO R  O F  P L AYE R  D E V E LO PM E N T,  L AS  V EGAS  GO L D E N  N I G H T S ;
RAG E N  S H A P I RO,  L EG I S L AT I V E  A DV I S E R ,  W I S CO N S I N  D E PA RTM E N T O F  C H I L D R E N  &
FA M I L I E S
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	LEADERSHIP MESSAGE
	Dear Friend,
	In peace,
	JENNIFER GINSBURG, MSSW, LCSW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR


	WHO WE ARE
	OUR HISTORY
	Safe Harbor Child Advocacy Center opened in 1999. We are the only Child Advocacy Center in Dane County. There are 16 Child Advocacy Centers in Wisconsin and over 900 nationwide. Law enforcement, child protection, prosecutors, and medical providers come together to this single location to collaborate and ultimately reduce the number of times the child has to share and relive their story. Since opening our doors, we have served more than over 6,000 children and their families free of charge.

	OUR MISSION
	Safe Harbor seeks to reduce the trauma to children who are victims of abuse or neglect or witnesses to crimes, by promoting the coordination of multidisciplinary investigations, conducting forensic interviews in a child-friendly environment, and providing ongoing advocacy to affected children and families.


	WHAT WE DO
	are engaged through referral from law enforcement or child protective services.
	OUR SERVICES...
	Safe Harbor provides a safe and friendly place for a child to talk about what has happened to them. Safe Harbor forensic interviewers are highly trained in best practice interviewing methods and child development. The forensic interview is video recorded, so that the statement can be considered for use in court.
	FORENSIC INTERVIEWS IN A CHILD-FRIENDLY ENVIRONMENT
	ONGOING ADVOCACY TO CHILDREN & FAMILIES
	Safe Harbor provides family advocacy services to non-offending caregivers of children who are interviewed at Safe Harbor. Family Advocates provide support for caregivers both at the time of the interview and on an ongoing basis. In addition, Family Advocates can voice concerns of the caregiver to the investigative team.

	TRAUMA  TREATMENT
	Mental Health Specialists conduct trauma assessments, suicide assessments, crisis intervention, and short-term trauma treatment to children and their caregivers.

	COORDINATION OF MULTIDISCIPLINARY INVESTIGATIONS
	Safe Harbor brings together a multidisciplinary team of professionals with the philosophy that collaboration is essential for an effective investigation and intervention process.



	FORENSIC INTERVIEWS
	338
	IN 2025.
	SAFE HARBOR PROVIDED
	CHILD FORENSIC INTERVIEWS
	THE MAJORITY OF CHILDREN SEEN AT SAFE HARBOR HAVE EXPERIENCED SEXUAL ABUSE, FOLLOWED BY PHYSICAL ABUSE, WITNESS TO VIOLENCE, NEGLECT, AND DRUG ENDANGERED CHILDREN CASES.MOST CHILDREN SEEN HERE ARE 12 YEARS OLD AND UNDER

	ADVOCACY, TRAUMA TREATMENT,  & TEAM RESPONSE
	FAMILY ADVOCACY
	Family Advocates provided services to 331 caregivers in 2025. This work entailed making 1,272 contacts with caregivers and others on their behalf over the course of 2024.

	TRAUMA TREATMENT
	Trauma treatment is critical for children’s healing and recovery. In 2025 Safe Harbor was able to add a full time position to our mental health team, so we now have two mental health specialists (1.5 FTE). Our therapists provide crisis intervention, suicide risk assessments, and trauma treatment. In 2025 our therapists served 155 children and caregivers, providing 427 sessions of support.

	ENSURING BEST PRACTICES FOR CILDREN
	In addition to providing services, Safe Harbor coordinates Dane County’s multidisciplinary team of child abuse investigators. Safe Harbor ensures the development of and adherence to county-wide best practice protocols. These protocols include responses to child abuse, drug endangered children, and commercial sex trafficking. Safe Harbor also coordinates monthly case reviews, to ensure that the protocols are being followed and the team is working together effectively. Safe Harbor staff also trains law enforcement, child protection workers, schools, churches, and other groups on best practice responses to child abuse disclosures. In 2025 Safe Harbor trained over 375 professionals and community members.

	SERVING SURROUNDING AREAS
	DANE COUNTY
	OTHER
	SAFE HARBOR PRIMARILY SERVES DANE COUNTY. HOWEVER, WE ALSO PROVIDE SERVICES TO OTHER COUNTIES AS WE ARE THE ONLY CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER IN THE SOUTH-CENTRAL REGION. IN 2025, SAFE HARBOR PROVIDED 98 INTERVIEWS FOR OUTSIDE COUNTIES.
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